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UFO: still to prove themselves. 


UFO: subtlety 
out-energy In 


UFO, Gaumont, Southampton 


THE fact that Michael Schenker’s band 
have made the charts won’t have gone 


unnoticed by one Philip Mogg. 

Trying to carry on pases anes losing such a 
wayward yet inestimably inspirational spirit as 
Schenker must be as as watching the Genera- 
tion Game without Brucie. You keep trying to tell 
yourself it’s as good as before, but you know deep 
down the best you can offer is that it’s different. 

Having rescued Paul Chapman from Lone Star 
and added Wild Horses’ Neil Carter to replace the 
defecting Paul Raymond, UFO now have a line-u} 
which Moggy must be hoping will see him throug 
the foreseeable future without any major distrac- 
tions. That future includes the new album, provi- 
sionally titled “Profession Of Violence”, due out in 
the New Year. 2 

For my part, having not seen UFO sans Schenker 
and feeling that Schenker contributed much to the 
progression of the band prior to his departure, it’s 
an opportune moment to conduct a ‘then and now’ 
comparison. . 

Although predominantly heavy metal, the band 
owned a certain subtlety which stood them above 
the heavy metal cliches, and watching and listening 


to a head-banging band without being a head- 
‘banger turned into something approaching an 
honourable profession. 5 : 

After seeing them down at Southampton lacking 
both Schenker and a noticeable amount of that 
other ingredient, it’s difficult to listen with an un- 
biased ear to a changed line-up playing old songs 
which have already been definitively versioned. 

UFO are first and foremost a live band. What 
they’ve lost in subtlety they’ve gained in energy 
which goes well with the audience who are see- 
mingly more interested in power and scale rather 
than storyline, rather like a Cecil B De Mille movie. 

You can run through UFO oldies like old movie 
stars — “Love To Love”, “Lights Out”, “Doctor 
Doctor”, “Shoot Shoot”, and “Too Hot To 
Handle”. 

But that’s half the problem, you can’t live on old 
tracks like that for ever unless you’re in a bracket 
high enough to get away with the deception. With 
respect, UFO are not yet that high. 

¢ band still have something to prove and I'd 
really like to see them do it. If oggy has the 
determination, and providing they don’t slip into 
HM cliche, then their new aibien tiers them the 
opportunity to prove me wrong. I’ very happy 
for it to happen. - JAMES STONE. 


